
DIVISIONS 
 
COWBOY DIVISION - Horses of any age may compete in this division.  Proof  
of age is not necessary.  Cowboy who has earned less than $500.00 in any 
RHAA Show. 
 
RANCH HAND DIVISION— Horses of any age may compete in this division.  
Proof of age is not necessary.  Cowboy who has earned less than $2,000.00 in 
any RHAA Show. 
 
JUNIOR DIVISION - Horses that are foals of (2001 ) or younger.  Proof  
of age in the form of registration papers or veterinarian certification must  
accompany the application.  Junior horses may  enter both divisions. 
 
SENIOR DIVISION - Horses of any age may compete in this division.  Proof  
of age is not necessary. 
 
 
 

ENTRIES 
 

ENTRY FEE- $125.00 per horse per Ranch Hand, Junior & Senior division 
                  $100.00 per horse per Cowboy division 
 

(  Payment is due at the time of entry) 
 
ENTRY DEADLINE - The books close at 5:00 p.m. May 4, 2007.   

NO LATE ENTRIES! 

 
 
 
 
Mail Entries To: Western Heritage Classic 
 Working Ranch Horse Competition 
 1700 Hwy. 36 
 Abilene, Texas 79602 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RHAA NATIONAL FINALS 
 
Remember that the 10th annual RHAA 
NATIONAL FINALS will be held the same 
weekend as the 23rd annual WESTERN 
HERITAGE CLASSIC.  Those horses qualifying 
for the semi-finals will compete Friday May 11,  
2007 beginning at 8:00 a.m.   

   WHC WHC WHC WHC WHC WHC WHC WHC WHC WHC WHC WHC WHC  

PURPOSE 
 

The Working Ranch Horse Competition is designed to evaluate the horse based on 
those skills necessary to the day to day operation of a working cow ranch.  Using the 
following criteria, the judges will select the horse that is the perfect working partner 
for the cowboy. 

 
PLACE 

 
The competition will be held in the Taylor County Expo Center Coliseum Arena,  

Abilene, Texas on May 10, 2007.  
 

DATES 
 

Thursday, May 10, 2007 Cowboy Division 8:00 a.m. 
   (check in at 7:15 a.m.) 
   Ranch Hand Division Thereafter 
   (check in at 10:30 a.m. ) 
   Junior Division Thereafter 
   (check in at 10:30 a.m. ) 
   Senior Division Thereafter 
   (check in at 10:30 a.m. ) 
    
WHC CHAMPIONSHIP  (  4 Division Champions)  
Friday, May 11, 2007  During the rodeo performance 
 
 

QUALIFICATIONS 
 
This competition is open to the world, subject to the following requirements: 
HORSE: 
1 The horse may be either gelding, mare or stallion. 
2 The owner must have owned the horse at least one year.  Except in the Cowboy 

Division. 
3 The horse must have a negative coggins test conducted within the past 11 

months and current health papers (45 days). 
4 The horse does not have to be registered. 
 
RIDER/EXHIBITOR: 
1   The rider may be male or female, but must be 18 years of age or older. 
2   The rider must be the owner, member of the owning family or full time 
                 employee (1 year or more) of the owning ranch. 
 

YOU MUST HAVE A NEGATIVE COGGINS 
AND HEALTH PAPERS TO GET INTO  

THE EXPO CENTER! 
(This is an Expo Requirement and will not be addressed by the WRHC.) 

 
PRIZE SPONSORS 

 
♦ Luskey’s/Ryon’s - Blanket 

 
♦ Trophy Buckles 

 
 

ENTRY FORM 
Name: 
——————————————————————————— 
Address: 
——————————————————————————— 
City:                            State:            Zip: 
——————————————————————————— 
Phone: 
——————————————————————————— 
Owners Name: 
——————————————————————————— 
Address: 
——————————————————————————— 
City:                            State:            Zip: 
———————————————————————————- 
Phone: 
———————————————————————————- 
The rider is:  (Check One) 
 _______OWNER         ______FAMILY MEMBER 
  ______FULL TIME EMPLOYEE OF________________________ 
RANCH. 
Horse’s Name: 
———————————————————————————- 
Registration #: 
———————————————————————————- 
Date Of Birth: 
———————————————————————————- 
Date Of Purchase If Not Raised: 
———————————————————————————- 
Division:       _____Cowboy      ____Ranch Hand       
     _____ Junior ____Senior 
 
All entries will be reviewed.  Any misrepresentations of the above 
information will result in disqualification and forfeiture of entry fee. 
 
WAIVER/RELEASE:  I consent and agree to indemnify and hold 
harmless said Western Heritage Classic, judges, referees, 

participants, sponsors and all persons individually or collectively, 

from any liability for bodily injury or any other damage or injury 
sustained or suffered while a participant in the Working Ranch 
Horse Competition. 

 
OWNER:_____________________________________________________________ 
   (Signature) 
RIDER:_______________________________________________________________ 
   (Signature) 

WHC  
Working Ranch Horse  

Competition sponsored by 
 

WALCO 
INTERNATIONAL 



 
Working Ranch 

Horse Competition 
RHAA Qualifying Event 

 
Taylor County  
Expo Center 

Coliseum 
 
 

 
JUDGING CRITERIA 

 
HORSEMANSHIP OR REINING 
The rider can create his/her own routine or use an established 
pattern.  In this category the horse will be judged on its ability 
to: 
 

♣ Stops 
♣ Lead Changes 

♣ Backing 
♣ Spin in each Direction (At  least two turns) 

♣ Roll Backs 
 

COW WORK 
A cow will be released when called for at the beginning of this 
segment.  The horse will be judged on its ability to: 
 

♥ Hold cow at end 
♥ Take cow down the fence in both directions 

 
ROPING 
During this portion of the performance the horse will be 
judged on its ability to: 
 

♠ Rate/Track 
♠ Stop 

♠ Pull /Drag 
 

Each rider is allowed 2 loops.  A missed cow does not 
disqualify a contestant - it only affects their score in the roping 
segment. 
 
 
JUDGES 
The competition will use a 3 judge system with each judge 
capable of awarding a maximum of 90 points per contestant. 
 
 POINTS  
 Horsemanship  60 Points 
 Cow Work   60 Points 
 Roping   60 Points 
  

ENTRY FORM AND INFORMATION 
Call the Western Heritage Classic office at  

(325) 677-4376 
 

(325) 677-0709 (FAX) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

May 10, 2007 

Abilene, Texas 

RULES 
 

One of the things that sets the Western Heritage 
Working Ranch Horse Competition apart is a minimum 
of rules.  It allows the cowboy the opportunity to be 
original in the manner he shows his/her horse; but a 
few rules are necessary. 
 
1  The horse must be ridden with a western or stock 

saddle and tack used for everyday ranch work. 
2  NO GUNS ALLOWED. 
3  The rider will not be allowed to use any device 

that gives him/her undue control over the horse 
such as: 

 *   TIE DOWNS 
 *   MECHANICAL HACKAMORES 
 *   MARTINGALES 
 *   TYING THE HORSES MOUTH SHUT 
 *   GAG BITS 
 *   WIRE ON THE CURB DEVICE OR ANY                
     PART OF THE BIT OR HEADSTALL 
4 Each contestant has 5 minutes to show his horse.  

The time begins when the rider enters the arena 
and only the judges can stop the clock. 

5  The cattle are chute drawn.  The judges have the 
opportunity to award a second animal if they feel 
the circumstances warrant.  Being fresh or fast is 
not usually a reason for a second cow - after all, 
this is a ranch horse competition. 

6  DRESS CODE - Boots, hat and long sleeves are 
required, anything beyond that such as leggings, 
chinks, etc., is the cowboys call.  (Pictures will 
be made during the performance.) 

7  The rider will be disqualified for intentionally 
choking or tripping the yearling during the roping 
segment.  Any unnecessary roughness or abuse to 
livestock will disqualify the contestant.   

 
PAYBACKS 

 
DIVISIONS - 60% of the entry fees collected will be 
paid back to the Division Winners.  The amount paid 
will be determined by the number of entries in each 
division.  The number of places paid will also depend 
on the number of entries in each division. 
 
In addition to cash prizes the Cowboy, Ranch Hand, 
Junior and Senior Division winners will receive trophy 
buckles. 
 
The Top Two scoring horses will be invited to demon-
strate at the Friday night performance of the WHC 
Ranch Rodeo. 
 
WRHC Class winners (Cowboy, Ranch Hand, Junior & 
Senior) will qualify to advance to the RHAA Semi-
Finals, as will a number of additional top scoring 
horses, depending on RHAA qualification 
requirements. 

W
es

te
rn

 H
er

ita
ge

 C
la

ss
ic

 
17

00
 H

w
y.

 3
6 

A
bi

le
ne

, T
ex

as
 7

96
02

 

N
on

-P
ro

fit
 O

rg
an

iz
at

io
n 

U
. S

. P
os

ta
ge

 
Pa

id
 

A
bi

le
ne

, T
ex

as
 

Pe
rm

it 
N

o.
 1

98
 


